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A Note from Pastor David
Friends,
The season of Lent is such
a special and powerful
time. Why? At its very core
is the call to take attention
off of ourselves – to perhaps deny ourselves in some way - and to focus
more intently upon the Lord. That call is not
easy and sometimes can even be quite uncomfortable. But, such a shift in focus always opens
new doors of
spiritual growth and a closer
walk with the Lord. I am looking forward to
that in my life as I walk through these next 40+
days.
Pastor Matt and Pastor Anna and I will be inviting all of us to make purpose-filled decisions
of self-denial and intentional decisions of investing of time over these days of Lent. We
hope these days will not just be about
Sacrificially Moving Away, but even more about
Sacramentally Moving Toward new moments
of spiritual growth. I hope you will be tuned in,
either in person or online over these weeks of
Lent. I continue to pray for the safety of all
our members as we are spread out across our
community, and beyond. Please keep the office
informed of special prayer needs, either health
related or any others, as well. It is our privilege
to be part of praying for you. I hope you
receive your vaccine soon!
Blessings,
Pastor David

Meet the Staff
MICHELLE MARSH
FUMC NURSERY MANAGER

Hi my name is Michelle Marsh and I
am the Nursery Manager. I have been
a member of Florence UMC since
2016. I am married to Richard Marsh
have 3 grown children and 4 grandchildren.
I am the director for Gary Williams
Martial Arts. I love working with
children.
My favorite color is purple. I love to read and watch reality
shows for my drama. I like to read and spend time with
my family.
I don't like cold weather but love when it is 80 or above.
I volunteer every chance I get, which is not enough.
Journey is my favorite group band and Ozzy Osborne is
my favorite singer. Faithfully is my all time song.
Sean Connery is my favorite movie star.
I thank the Lord everyday for the blessing I have.

Please Note: The Nursery is open and staffed every Sunday for
the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services. Come join us!

Touching Lives...Making a Difference!
Giving Opportunities
Items Needed
Ida Spence is currently in need of laundry soap,
basic hygiene products, etc. For info email
Gina Snavely: Ginac.idaspence@gmail.com
SNL Food Pantry Needs: Fruit cups, peanut
butter, canned pasta, toilet paper, Pop Tarts,
bottled water.
Be Concerned: (United Ministries) canned
goods, cereals, laundry detergent.
Drop off at the church during designated times.
If you have anything you would like to submit for
the next edition of the Community Connection,
please submit it to the desk of Doris Daugherty
(doris@florenceumc.com) no later than Mar 15.

In the Word
Rend your heart and not your
garments. Return to the LORD
your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love, and he relents from sending
calamity. Joel 2: 13 NIV

Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn
away from the one who wants to borrow from
you. Matthew 5:42 NIV

Thank You Notes
Thank you so much for all the cards and goodies. It's
beautiful to be part of such a loving family at Florence
UMC.
Grace Weaver
Dear FUMC Family,
My brothers and I would like to thank you for your many
expressions of love and sympathy in the recent Homegoing of our mother, Shirley Toadvine. Thank you, too,
for your prayers for her in these last five years since our
father passed away. It was a long, difficult journey, but
God was truly faithful to carry her through each day.
Thank you to Pastor David and the FUMC staff for allowing us to hold Mom's visitation and funeral at the church
and so graciously providing flowers, plus the set-up,
bulletins, music, and wonderful audio-visual. Having the
funeral live-streamed was a special blessing to Mom's
extended family in North Carolina and also in
Pennsylvania. Thank you for making that possible.
Thank you, too, to Jan Bowling and the Bereavement
Committee for the beautiful flower arrangement and for
reaching out to provide for our family's physical needs
during and after the services.
We also appreciated the Health Ministries Team providing resources for our on-going emotional and spiritual
needs as we grieve. Thank you! You all thought of everything! Thank you FUMC for loving us and ministering
to us! We love each of you and thank God for you.
Forever grateful,
Cynthia Zimmerman, for Steve, René, and all the
Toadvine/Zimmerman family
Thank you for the prayers, cards and well wishes
during our recent surgeries.
BJ & Jim Herrmann

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let
them show it by their good life, by deeds done in
the humility that comes from wisdom. James 3:13
NIV

